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OF DIOCESES

	

	1. 		

	It shall be competent for the General Synod / te Hīnota Whānui from time to time by Statute to alter the boundaries of any Diocese or to constitute a new Diocese.
Provided that any alteration of boundaries shall be made subject to the consent of the Bishop and Synod of every Diocese affected thereby. 
	Synod may alter boundaries. 1871, 1919.
1871.

	2.
	Any proposal for the creation of a new Diocese shall emanate from the Standing Committee of one of the Dioceses affected and shall be sent to the Bishop of every other Diocese affected and be by that Bishop submitted to the next ensuing session of the Synod of that Diocese. The proposal so sent shall be accompanied in each case by a description of a map showing the proposed boundaries, together with a general statement of the means suggested for providing the financial support necessary for the new Diocese.
	Proposal to form a new Diocese. 1919.

	3.
	At the next ensuing session of the General Synod the Primate shall lay upon the table the proposal with the accompanying documents and the resolutions thereon, if any, which have been passed by the Synods of the Dioceses affected.
	Report to General Synod. 1919.

	4.
	It shall be competent for any member of General Synod to move that a Select Committee, or if necessary, a Commission, be set up to consider and report upon the proposal, and to recommend what portions of the endowments of the respective Dioceses, whether for the support of the Bishop or for other Diocesan purposes, shall be allocated to the proposed new Diocese and what proportions of the liabilities should be borne by it.
	Referred to committee 1919.

	5.
	When the General Synod shall have considered the Report of the aforesaid Select Committee or Commission, and shall be satisfied that the Dioceses affected are in agreement with the proposed boundaries and financial arrangements, it shall direct that such steps shall be taken as it may deem necessary in the matter.
	Succeeding steps 1919.

	6.
	No new Diocese shall be constituted until endowments have been raised, including the allocations aforesaid, if any, sufficient in the opinion of the Standing Committee of General Synod to make suitable provision for the support of the Bishop, and until suitable provision shall have been made for the residence of such Bishop.
	Endowments1919, 1986.

	7.
	When all necessary business and financial provisions shall have been made, a statement to that effect shall be sent to the Primate, who shall report the fact to the General Synod.  The Synod may then by statute declare the new Diocese to be constituted as from a date named in the said Statute and shall direct the Treasurers of the several Dioceses affected to pay over the respective allocations, if any, to officers representing the proposed new Diocese and to arrange for the adjustment of liabilities:
	Declaratory Statute. 1919, 1986.
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	Provided that any Diocese may with the approval of the General Synod or of the Standing Committee of General Synod undertake to contribute a proportionate annual sum in lieu of a capital payment from its endowments:
	

	
	Provided further that it shall be necessary for each Diocese affected to maintain its revenues from endowments at a level which is, in the opinion of the Standing Committee of General Synod sufficient for the support of the Bishop.
	

	8.
	The General Synod may, before the fulfillment of the conditions hereinbefore laid down, pass a statute declaring that the formation shall take effect when the conditions shall have been fulfilled.
	Effect of Statute delayed. 1919.

	
	Provided however that every Diocese in New Zealand which has been created or purported to have been created by or as the result of the passing of a Statute by General Synod prior to the year 1955 shall be deemed to have been validly created as from the date on which it was purported to have been created notwithstanding that in the case of any of these Dioceses the provisions of this Canon may not have been precisely observed.
	Validity of creation of Dioceses. 1955.

	9.
	When a new Diocese shall have been formed the Bishop of any Diocese which shall have been divided in order to effect such formation shall have the right to choose whether to retain the original Diocese or become Bishop of the new Diocese.  When more than one Diocese has been so divided the Bishops shall exercise such choice in order according to seniority of episcopal ordination.
	Bishop to have right to choose new Diocese. 1919.

	10.
	The name of every such new Bishopric, and the seat of the Bishop thereof, shall be determined by the General Synod.
	Name of Bishopric and seat of Bishop 1871.

	11.
	The Primate shall notify the erection of any new Bishopric and the choice and Ordination of the first Bishop thereof to all Archbishops and Metropolitans and all presiding Bishops of the Anglican Communion.
	Notification to Metropolitans. 1871, 1937.
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